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PREPARINGFORWAR
ON HOUSE OF LORDS

British Commons Will
Do Battle for Its

Rights.
PEERS' ACTION

BRINGS CRISIS

Parliament Will Be Prorogued
To-Morrow and Campaign Be-
gun.Struggle Will Be One
of Most Interesting in Eng-
land's History. Lords

Will Go on Stump.

Land Holdings of Dukcs
Out of 77,884,000 ncrea of lnml in

tlie firltlMh lalen, twent j-clulit dtikea
iilonf own iiearly 4,000,000 ucrca,
moat of It the cholccnt lnml ln tlie
kingdom. l-'lve of the ilnken own
n.nrly nll of Loiidun. liealdea (be
dukeit there are thlrty-nlx nmr-
.iiiiK--., V13 enrlM, Nlxty-neven vla-
countN iiml :!.'!7 b'ttroua, Vlrtuully
nll are InimeuNcly rich. Al, tulil,
lliero ure (115 p«er« ln Ihe upper
lioune of I'nrllauieut. The lnml
holdingM of the dukcs ure nn foi.
Iowmi

.Number ln
Duke. Succeaslou. Acre*.

.Vorfolk, tlftrriith. 40,000
Someraet, tirtocuth. _5,4J)0
Jllclinwml, Ncvcnth. 280,500
Oriifton, aevenOi,-. \.Won't tell.
Ueuurort, ulntbu.:'. 32,000
.St. Allmim, eleventh. U,000
I.ecda, teuth. -'-l ,:(tio
Uedforit, eleventh. 84,000
DrvoiiHlilrc, rlulith. 180,000
.Murlboroiiirh, nintli. 111,11s."
Hiitlnnd, elghth. 02,000
llitmiltun, tblrteenth. 157,000
Hliccleueli, alxth. 4410,000
Arjryll, nlnth.Won't tell.
Uholl, aeveiitb.. 202,000
Montroae, tlftli. 1 t&.OOO
Itoxburghe, elghth. (10,."i00
I'orf lnml, aixth. 183,200
Muncbealcr, nlnth. 70,000
.Newcaatle, aeventh. 35,000
\orthumberland, «eventh. .-

Won't tell.
Cumberland nnd Tevlotdnte,

Won't tell.
[.rlimtrr, alxth.Won't tell.
WrlllnRton, fourth. IDA'00
Sutherluml, fourth.i,;;5s,u<jo
Wr.it minstrr, aecond.
ln country. 30,000
In I.omlon. ftOO

Klfe, flrat. 2-10,300

Total..3,738,180
The Dtikea of Arm'll and (.mftou,

»»lio decllne to revenl thelr hold-
liiK», are both kuuim to be Im-
menaely 11renlthy In lnn.l*. Llke-
Hl»e the holdlnca of the Duke of
North-mberlaud and Te-rlotdnle
coinprlNe «inrir of the moat valuable
landa ln the rcnlni.

LONDON. Decernber 1..It is offlcial-
ly announced thct Parllamem
will be prorogued Frlday next

Decernber 3.
Premler Asquith announced In th<

House of Commons to-day that to-
morrow ha would move a reaolutior
to the effect that the actlon of tm
House of Lords ln refusing to pas:
Into law the flnanclal provlslons madi
by the lower chamber for the ex-
ponses of the year was a breach o:
the Constltutlon and a usurpation o:
the rights of the House of Commons.
When the premler entered the cham¬

ber this afternoon the supporters o
the government rose to thelr feet ant

greeted hlm with rlnging cheers. Im
tuedlately followlng the concluslon o
routlne business the prime mlnlstei
took the ttoor. As soon as he hat
coiicludeg the House adjourned.

In lntroUuclng hls resolutlon to-mor
row Premler Asquith will go exhaus
tlvely Into the questlon of the reapec
tlve prlvtlegea of the House of Lord:
%aa\. the House of Commons, and state
ln detall tho government'a Intentlons
Former Premler Balfour, leader o

the opposltlon ln the House of Cora
tnons, wlll reply. setting forth the vlev
that the new and Important departure
ln public pollcy represented by thi
budget blll should be submltted to th.
people. John Redmond. head or th-
trleh party, and posslbly one repre
aentatlve of tho labor party wlll foi
low with speeches.

Crlala Itnpidly llcvcloplng.
The politlcal crlsls caused by the un

precedented actlon of the House o

Lords ln refuslng lts consent to th
government's budget ls developlni
rapldly. The cablnet, which had al
ready determlned upon the pollcy 1
would pursue ln the event of Lor.
Lansdowne's amendment being car¬

rled, a conclusion which was foresee-
from the flrst, has an unusually earl;
meetlng to-day to conflrm lts declslo
»nd oonslder tho wordlng of the mo

tlon whloh Premler Asquith wlll as:
the House of Commons to adopt. Thl
motlon wlll constltute a remonstranc
against what the Llberals contend t
have been an lnvaslon by the peer
of the rights of the lower house.
All tho members of the cablnet wer

present at the meetlng, which exclte
so much popular lnterest that a grea
crowd gathered ln tha vlclnlty of 1
Downlng Street, the offlcial resldenc
of the premler, and where so many hla
torlo meetlngs have been held. Th
fact that thero was not a remote pos
Biblllty ovttn that the crowd woul
learn what transplred wlthln dld nc

dlscourage the throng ln the stree
whose numbers became so great flnal
ly that a large fo.-ce of pollce wa

eummonod to prevent a possible derr
onstratlon. The mlnlsters passe
through the street to the premler
resldence undisturbed by. suffragette
and encouraged by the cheers of the!
supporters.

DlHcuNMlnn to Be Brlnf.
The tlmo of the dollvorance of tl-

Bpeech of prorogatlon, the substant
of which was declded upon at yestei
day's cablnat meetlng, wlll depem
upon the tlme occupled for debate 0

'the premler's motlon, which oon

jnences to-morrow.
It.Is expected, however, that this flh

eusslon' wlll he brlef, the speeches b

firearraagement belng conftned to tr
eaders of the Unlonist, Llber"al, Lab<
and Irlsh partles. Parliament wlll t

prorogued doubtless untll the mlid
of January, hut the choice of a dai
ls a mere, forrnallty, as the presei
" (Coatlnuocl on P»*a yiva.Column «,)

SI2LINE LETTtRS
f

Bessic Van Dorn Makes Public
Extracts From Warm

Epistles.

SHE TALKS UNDER OATH

Actress Suing Millionairc lor
Breach of Promise.Form-

er Virginia Girl.

[Special to The Tlmes-Dispatch.]
NEW JfUrtrC, December 1..auss Bes¬

sle Van Doin, tormerly ot Frederlcks-
ourg, Va., known on the stage as
Btasle DeVoiu, wno ls suing Frank
Gonld for J2OO.00U for breacn of prom¬
ise, aent for reporters to-ntght and
gave out the toliousng statement,
iv inch wau sworn to beiore a noiury
public wltn much sole.nnity ln an up-
town apartnient:

"I, Beastt- Van Dorn, known prores-
slona'.iy as Beasle DeVoie,. wisn to
rnaKe ihls btaiement, the llrst I navo
pubitcly madi, atid m Ju&ttce to myseif
l maKe It under uath.

"1 am sure Mr. Gould wlll not deny
th_t W6 wore engaged to be marnea,
and that that engugetiient exlated un-
tw the day before Mr. Gould'H depart-
ure ror Europe."
Then Xoliovv extracts from letters

whicn Mlss Van Dorn says were wrltten
to her oy Mr. Gould. Some ot them
ttre as follows. N-

"I am so looking forward to the tlme
when 1 can betong to you and navc
you for my wlte. . . . If I did this lt
could be setlled very qulckly in tnree
or four months ut- the ruoat. Any oiher
way would take ao much longer than
I ever supposed. but, Dearesl, you are
worth wamng for."

Wiiriu Eplatle-*.
"The following are extracts from

letiers wrltten to me by Mr. Gould uur-
lng the triai of Mrs. Ben leal, wlilch
will expiam my sllence at that
time: . . T shall certalnly, as
I have already told you, do
everything I can to correct the
Hlander whlch has been thrown on
you who are so innocent. There are
certain persons who would unhesltat-
tngly use you regardlesu of anytliing
but their own ends, and these we must
Jjeat and bring to Justice. Please aon't
be discourageu, and whalever 1 do Is
because 1 belleve it best for you.' . . .

"I am so sorry you were upset last
nlght, but 1 know you have been
through so much lately, and when 1
thougnt it over came to the conclu-
slon lt was remarkable that you had
stood everything the way you had.
What I have done and wlll do, you can
depend on it, wlll be done for your
best Interests. If 1 could only havo
seen fetti yuu. would -have underatood.
As 'jVIb* you must have falth. Every¬
thing ls comlng cut all rlght ln the
end, atid you must trust me. . . .

"My reason for maklng this state¬
ment under oath la »hat Mr. Gould told
me the day before he sailed that, should
l attempt vlndication. no judge would
belleve anythlng 1 said, because I was
an actress, and I told hlrn that I was
sure there were people who had known
rne who would speak for me. and ne
replled that they would not be be-
lieved elther, because they were ln
the threatrical profession, too."
A mysterlous woman, who said she

was Mrs. Graham, recelved tho report-
ers at the door, at;d requested that
they walk on tlptoe into the room
where Mlss Van Dorn sat beneath a

plcture of Antony and Cleopatra rldlng
around in a galley.

Mlss Van Dorn said good evenlng
and that she was very nervous, as thla
was her flrst intervlew. In the back
of the room was a piano. and at this
sat a stout person, who played low
muslc. The stout person was intro-
duced to reporters as a notary pub¬
lic. Presently he arose and faced M1S3
Van Dorn, who held the typewrltten
statements for the papers In her hand.
"Do you solemnly swear that the

statements you* here make are true?"
said the notary.

Gl__le u I.lttle.
Miss Van Dorn swore, but not sol¬

emnly, for she had to giggle a little,
for this was the flrst tlme that she
had ever sworn to anythlng.
At this stage ln the proceedings one

of the reporters asked if he mlght see
tlie letters rofeirei to ln her state¬
ment. She brought out a black mo-
rocco vallae, from whlch she produced
a number of letters signed "Frank."
She also opened a drawer ln the tubie,
whlch she aald contained more letters.
Mlss Van Dorn rofused to allow more
than a fleetlng glimpse of the contents.
Those who glanced around the room
saw two large, frame.I photographs
of a man strongly resembllng Mr.
Gould.

Mlss Van Dorn said that her lawyers
would undoubtedly be very angry that
she had made these statements, but she
simply couldn't keep quiet any longer.
She added that hor lawyers were Judge
WilUam K. Olcott and Jullus SllVer-
mann.
The notary collected $2 and the meet¬

lng adjourned.

THE LOST IS FOUND
Cook, Buahwlck Explorer, Is at "Billy"

Muldoou'n.
ISpeoial to The Tlmes-Dispatch.]

NEW YORK, Decembor 1..Dr.
Frederick A. Cook, after all, didn't
sall for Naples on the Caronta last
week, nor dld' he take a Ward Line
steamer to Havana. Neither did h£
start another dash for the North Pole,
or the South Pole, or try a new ascent
of Mount. McKinley. He did none ol
these thlngs this time it la certain. He
took an automobile or a carrlage, ot

a train from Bronxvllle, ana rode tc
"Btlly" Muldoon's Sanatorlum, a fen
mlles out of Whlte Plalns, and he it
there' now, taking needed exerclse.

Dr. Cook has been there ever slnct
hls sudden dlsappearance, but, as hat
become the custom in matter? relatlnf
to the explorer and mountaLn cllmber
no one could be found to-nlght whi
would so much as adm.lt that he kneu
where Dr. Cook was. _¦¦¦'_,
Muldoon was Incllned at flrst t<

deny that Dr. Cook was at hls famou:
sanato: um taking the "rest" cure. Hi
deolareo that there was no "Dr. Cook'
at hls place, but flnally said: "Well

e he may be here under another name

n I do not require that my patlents glvt
me correct names. Anythlng they tel

"

me Is good enough 'for me. I eal
1 i them by the name they wlsh." Thi

news that Dr. Cook was at Muldoon't
seemed to afford John R. Bradley, hli
flnancial baoker, conslderable amusa
ment.

e -'

Togo Retlrc** From Naval Command,
TOKIO, December 1..Admiral Togo

chief of the general staff of the navy
retjred to-day from the naval com

mand, and beoomes a member of th
mlUtary councll. He is succeedtpd li
hi« earllor office by Vioe Admiral St:
Gero IJuln.

LEADERS IN ENGLAND'S BUDGET FIGHI

'L/o/d-

ARE PDINTED OUT
Many Changes in Organization of

United States Army De¬
clared Nccessary.

SECRETARY MAKES REPORT

Co-Operation of Militia and Re-
ginlars and Post Rear-

rangement Urged.

WASHINGTON. D. C, December 1.
.Comprehensive and complete reor-

ganlzation ot the army establlsh-
ment of the Unlted States ls the
principal recommendatlon contalned in
the annual report of Secretary of "War
DIckinson for the flacal year ending
Jurie 30, -1909," mado-publlc" to-day .*
More offlcers, closer co-operatlon with
the mllltla of tlie varlous States and a

general readjustment of the locatlons
of the varlous army posts are some

of the crylng reforms urged upon the
attentlon of Congress. The present
distrlbutlon of the troops of the regu¬
lar army, in the opinlon of the Sec¬
retary' of War, ls not only illoglcal, but
offers a serlous menace.
At the tlme of the last reports from

the military departments, whlch were

recelved ln October, lt was found that
the regular army numbered 71,8-10 men

with 4,209 offlcers. maklng a total
force of 76,049, a net Increase during
the year of 3,421.
The flgures do not lnclude the 3,485

men of the Hospltal Corps.
Of the active offlcers of the army,

the report calls attentlon to the fact
that 709 are detailed to special duty,
nearly half of these, or 345, belng dls-
trlbuted among the varlous schools of
lnstruction of the regular establlsh-
ment or actlng as Instructors in State
educatlonal lnstltutlons where a^eat-
uro ls made of military tralningw
Whllo there were no serlous breaches

of military dlscipllno during the year,
Secretary DIckinson "declares "that
there can be no. doubt that the dlscl-
pllne and efflclency of troops were low-
ered by the contlnued absence of so

many company offlcers and the result-
Ing frequent changes of company com-

mander.i."
Reraedy Propoaed.

The remedy for this conditlon, the
report declares. may be found ln in-
creaslng the number of offlcers and in
the passage of leglslation empowering
the Secretary of War, whenever the
occaslon demande'd, to appolnt retired
offlcers to active duty temporartly.
Under exlstlng law, a retired offlcer

cannot be made.subject to orders; but
his return to active service ls entlrely
voluntary. In puttlng forward the
need for some such authorlzatlon, Sec¬
retary DIckinson says:
"Whlle lt ls true that the dutles per-

formed by these offlcers are, ln the
main. of great lmportance to tho army
or of materlal beneflt to the country,
the number of offlcers so separated
from thelr regular dutles with troops
has now reaobed a polnt where it is
boyond question that the efflclency and
dlscipllno of the army are suffering
therefrom. On June 30, 1909, more

than a thlrd of the captalns of the
moblle army wer_> absent from thelr
proper commands on detached ser¬

vice. of such a nature as to cause them
to be absent for some tlme. Includlng

(ConUnued on Pa_e Four.Column 2.)
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f7(Tf$Wf QflcMStfOM*

Miss Virginia Wardlaw Accused
of Killing Her Young

Niece.

NEW YORK, Decernber 1..Virginia
Wardlaw, a gray-halred splnster, waa

arralgned before a recorder at East

Orange, N. J.. to-day formally charged
with the murder of her young niece,
Mrs. Ocey WV N. Snead, whose body
was found in a bathtub in a deserted
house ln Eaat Orange, Monday. Death,
according to the coroner, was due to
drowning ln less than a foot of water,
but in viow of mysterious features of
the case.the young woman's deten-
tion in deserted houses whlle having a

$20,000 Insurance pollcy on her llfe,
and ownlns property ln Brooklyn
valued at $16,000, and her apparent
helplessness for months past, Mlsa
Wardlaw was held wlthout ball for
examtnatlon Monday.
Two other women, said to have been

assoclated with the vlctlm, are under
survelllance, according to the pollce.
The Wardlaw woman's demeanor ln

court to-day was grlm and tactlturn,
ana ln keeplng with the myotery which
surrounds the entlre case. When the
formal charge of murder was read she
manlfested no emotlon, but when taken
to a cell broke down and wept, evlnc-
lng concern over her nlece's body,
which she feared would be burled ln
potter's fleld.
The pollce theory ls that Mrs. Snead

had been ln a helpless condltlon for
months, unable to dlrect her own af-
fairs, and was at the rriercy of who-
ever acted as her guardlans. A wlll
has been dlscovered, said to have been
slgned bv the vlctlm. which gives to
an infant son tho sum of $500 and
bequeaths the renjalnder of the estate.
both-real and personal, to Mrs. snead's
grandmother. Martha Ellza Wardlaw.
The infant son referred to in the

wlll was born ln August last, but
was taken from lts mother and pre-
sumably placed in an instltution.

Knowu na Educntor.
NASHVILLE, TENN., Decernber 1..

Miss Virginia Wardlaw, arrested ln
New York ln connection with the death
of Mrs. C. W. Snead. ls well known
ln Tennessee. She had promlnent edu-
catlonal eonnections ln Nashville, and
later-in Murfreesboro. She was known
as a woman of brllllancy and idiosyn-
crasy.

Hff Tk(gyV© _© G© Away
Already the mails are heavy.the express companies

are putting on extra wagons and cars.in another week
they'll have their hands full.in nfteen days they'll be
buried 'neath the crush of Christmas packages.

If you would be certain that your gifts arrive at their
several destinations on time and in good condition.
you'U shop and ship this week.

And your friends will call ybu blessed.

FEEL
EFFECT OF STRIKE

Business in Northwest Is Rapidly
Coming to Stand-

still.

NO PROSPECT OF PEACE

Wonld-Be Mediators Find Efforts
Futiler and Leave for

^ashington.
ST. PAUL. MINN., Decernber 1_

Every llne of lndustry ln the twin
cltles, Duluth and Superlor, and all
cltles of th6 Northwest dependent on
the movement of supplles, ls serlously
affected by the strike of the rallroad
swltchmen which began at 6 o'clock
last evehlng: -.-. ... - .-..-<.-.¦

lt is eatlmated that upwards of 12,-
000 ruen are idle to-night on account
of the strike, order, thousands of
frelght handlers and teamsters are
losing tlme by reason of the frelght
blockade in the terminal towns, whilo
a contlnuance of the strike for sev¬
eral days will throw addltlonal thou¬
sands out of work
The rallroad yards are filled with

stalled frelght tralns, and an attempt
to move a few by the aid of the offlce
men drafted as swltchmen ls maklng
no improsslon.
The rallroad managers" commlttee

announced to-day that they were

brlnglngto St. Paul new swltchmen to
take tho places of the strlkers.
To this Presldent Hawley, of the

Switchmen's Union of North Amerlca,
said:

"All right; let them come; we wlll
not object."
Business men generally are begln-

nlng to feel the result of the strike.
The llrst to be affected were the whole-
sale grocers and commlsslon houses.
Wholesale grocers report that noth¬
ing is moving. Commlsslon houses aro

dolng nothing. Somo of the larger
commlsslon houses to-day reducod
thelr worklng forces.
In ftlinneapolis tho flour mllls closed

to-night, ard It ls estlmated that 3,-
500 men eniployed ln them are ldlo.
In South St. Paul, where are located

the stock yards, only 300 head of cat¬
tle were recelved to-day where usually
1,800 ls the dally average.

Mny Face Faiuine.
In the Iron range country, the small

towns wlll soon be faclng a famlne, un-

less tralns of foodstuff can be brought
ln here. At Superlor 300 men were lald
off in the Great Northern Rallway
machine shops. The mlnes wlll be af¬
fected by the stopplng of frelght traf-
flc. On tho oro docks at Duluth and
Superlor wlthln forty-elght hours 10,000
men wlll be out ot employment, and
the general loss on account of no em¬

ployment for labor and lnabillty to de-
llver merchandise wlll run Into thou¬
sands of dollars.

St. Paul and Mlnneapolls are the dls-
tribiitlng points for the entlre North-
western States, in all of the cltles of
which the'effect of.the stopplng of the
carrylng of frelght wlll be felt.
The most sertous effect wll be ln

Montana, partlcularly at Butte, Ana-
conda and Great Falls, where the cop¬
per mlnes and smelters are located. In
Montana and Eastern Idaho frelght
trafflc ls tled up.
Tho entlre town of Butte is depen¬

dent on the operatlon of the mlnes and
smelters. When they stop everything
stops. All foodstuffB aro ilmported.
Mnny of the blg mlnlng companies run
stores. A mlner's credit ls good there
only as long as ho worlcs. The smelt.
ors ln Anaconda employ about 2,500
men. Thero are also large smelters at
Great Falls, employing 5,000 men, who
are Idle.
That all hopes of a settlement of tho

strike at present are at an end was In-
dlcated'by the departure for Washlng¬
ton to-nlght of Martln A. Knapp of
the Interstate Commerce Coinmlsslo.n,
and Unlted States Labor Commlssloner
Charles P. Nelll, who endeavored to
settle tho drspute by arbltratlon.

Mr, Knapp said ho could do nothing
but offer hls servlces, and at this
tlme they are not wanted.

New Record ln Aeroplnne.
MOURMELON, FRANCE, Decembet

1..BaUllng against a wlnd of nearly
torty mlles an hour. Hubert Latham,
the Prenoh aeronaut, attalned a helght
to-day of between 475 and 500 'matre?
(about i.'ino feet), beatlng the officlal
world's record,

PASSPORTS HANDED
SENOR RODRIGUEZ

Western Road Severs Its Con-
nection With Rock Is¬

land Company.

ALLIANCE WITH HAWLEY?

Believed That Railway World's
New Comet Will Bene-

fit From Deal.

NEW YORK, December 1..Six thou-
sand. flve nundred mllea of rallroad
lormlng tho St. Louls and San Fran-
elbco Kniiway Company, generain
known as the 'Frisco, changed hand;
in New i'ork to-day by lts aeveranci
from the liock Isiand Company, wltl
Which it was merged in 19U3.
The purctiaaers are B. F. Yoakum

former cnairman of the 'Frisco-Kocl
Island board, and D. I* Wlncheil, for
tner presldent of the Rock Island, whi
now becorr.es presldent of the 'Frisco
lt 1b underatood ln addttion tna
Measrs. Wlncheil and Yoakum have a
thelr assoclaies ln the deal somo o
tho leadlng capltallsts of the Mlddl
West, lncludlng Adolpaus Busch am
Festus J. Wade, of St. Louls, as wel
as the Unlon Truat Company, of tha
city.

All accounts agree that the dlsso
luslon was brought about by fear o
Fedoral lnterventlon. The Rock Islani
and 'Frisco llnes parallel, and ta]
each other at varlous polnts.

Alllunce Wltti Hawley.
Another intereating phase of th

transactlon ls that, desplte denlals, th
current bollef ls that the 'Frisco wll
form some alllance with the llne
of Edwln Hawley. the new comet l
the rallroad world, who recently ac
qulred with B. F. Yoakum. control o
the Mlssouri, Kansas and Texas Rail
way. At the same tlme the relation
of the now dlvorced 'Frisco and Roe!
Island are to be frlendly and for th
benetit of both.
Accordlng to both offlclal and un

offlcial statements, the interests no*,
in control of the St. Louia and Sa
Franclsco will operate that road a
an Independent property. although th
actual transfer cannot be effected untl
the $17,304,000 of 5 per cenU collatera
bonds of the Rock Island, whlch con
trols $29,000,000 of St. Louia and Sa
Francisco common stuck, have bee
retired. The redemptlon price 1
102 1-2, and large quantltles of th
bonds have recently been traded ln o
the Stock Exchange at a steady ad
vance from 93 to 101 1-2, the latter, c

top price, reacned to-day.
A formal offer of redemptlon prot

ably wlll be made at once.
Credence ls glven the rumors of

Yoakum-Hawley _Ulancel_ more waj
than one. Besldes the "Katy" r<

cently purchased, they have other it
teresta ln common. Mr. Hawley
credlted with th* control of the Chest
peake and Ohlo, Chlcago and Alto:
Mlnneapolis and St. Louls, Iowa Cer
tral and the Toledo, St. Louls an
Western, whlle he ls Interested I
Hocklng Valley. Toledo and Ohlo Cet
tral, Western Paclflc, tho Atlant:
Coast' Llrie and Loulsvllle and Nasl
vllle.

Look for Improvement.
The St. Louls and San Franclsco ha

not been a very profltable subsldlar
of the Rock Island aystem, for th
Rock Island, belng responslble fc
the "Frisco bonds, was practlcally paj
ing what tho 'Frisco dld not earn. Bot
roads, therefore, look for Improvemet
under tho new arrangemont.
At a meetlng of tho, board of dire<

tors of the Chlcago, Rock Island an
Paclflc Rallway Company held to-da
the following were elected as the e:
ecutlve commlttee of the company: 1
G. Reld, W. H. Moore, J. H. Mooro, 1
L. Hlne, R. A. Jackson. H. U. Mudg
E. S. Moore.
The following offlcers were electei

D. G. Reld, chairman of executive con
Imittee; R. A. Jackson, vlco-chalrma
of executive commlttee; H. U. Mudg
presldent.
At a meetlng of tho board of dlrei

tors of the St. Louls and San Frnr
clsco Rallroad Company, held to-da
tho following were elocted as the e:
ecutlve commlttee of the company: ]
F. Yoakum, Edwin Hawley, B. L. Wll
chell, James Campbell, Frank Trun
bull. E. V. R. Thayer. Thomas H. Wes
The following offlcers were electei

B. F. Yoakum. chairman of the exect
tlve commlttee: B. L. Wlncheil, pres
dent.

After the Wabash.
[Special to The Tlmes-Dlspalch.l

NEW YORK, December 1..Peop'
who know the attltudo of George
Gould towards the Wabash are of tl
oplnlon that lt won't be necossary fi
any group of Interests that want
secure that property to go into tl
open market to get it.
On soveral occasions negotlatloi

have been carried on for the purcha:
of the Gould holdlngs of Wabash, ar
at no time has lt been Mr- Gould's fau
that a salo was not coucluded. Tl
Street was dlsposed to credlt to-day
reports regardlng the entrance of ne

people Into the Wabash more than
had earllor ones slmply because of tl
recent sale of the Gould holdlngs
Western Unlon.
As for the Identity of the grot

whlch ls supposed to be so anxlous
secure the Wabash. one report has
that Mr. Hawley and hls assoclati
are concerned lt ln, and another th;
tlio Rock Island coterle ls after tl
road. Tho buying of Lehlgh Valle
whlch rose sensatlonally ln Phllade
phla to-day, ls assumed to oome fro
tho same .aource as that whlch li
fluenced the rlae ln Wabash. One li
terestlng report had lt that an exam
natlon of the Lehlgh Valley had be<
made ln connectlon with the recei
buying, and that possibllitles of vei
much higher dlvldends had been dl
covered. .

Another report has lt that- the net
of a relatlvely small Western roi
was about to become presldent of tl
road. In all the gossip of lari
acqulsltlons of Lehlgh Valley by tl
Rock Island crowd aa oxplalnlng tl
recent dolngs ln that stock. tho fa
seems to have» been lost sight of th
Judge WilUam H. Moore has for son
Mma been the largest Indlvldual stocl
holder ln the company, and that Dnnl
G Reld. who was a close seoond,
understood to have largely lncreasi
his holdlngs,

Wlll Extend Llue.
BALTIMORE. MD., December 1..Ii

formation declared to be authentlc w«
recelved here from New York io:day
tho effeet that the Western Marylat
Rallroad ls to be extended from Cur
berland, Mrt.. to New Haven, Pa. ,ai
wlll become a trunk llne, tndapende
of the larger systema, but worklng
harmony with them. The money r

qulred for tha purpose. $12,000,000
has already been provlded for. lt
added, and work on the extenslo
about elghty-threa rolles ln length, w

Fcontinutd oa Pa«» Flv«i.Col-mn *U

All Diplomatic Relations
With Nicaragua

Are Severed.

ZELAYA BRANDED
AS A MALEFACTOR

State Department Announces'
That It Will Hold Him Per-
sonally Responsible {or
Killing of Americans.
Note Ig Practically De-

claration of War.

WASUIXGTON, D. C, Decernber X
.secretary of State Knox late
to-duy returned the paaapona

ot r'uilue Uodrlguex, charge d'aUHlrea
ot the .Vlcaraguan lcgutlon, with a let¬
ter acatUluasly deuounciug the Zelayan
admlnlatratlon of the goverimient ln.
Nicuraguu. The letter Im Uetlultely de- ,

clared to repreaent the views ot Preat-
dent Taft, an,i la aa about aa plnln
spnkeu aa iiuythlng craonatlng trom
tho State Department ln nuiny years,
The extraurdluary feature of the let¬

ter la thut lt aecnia to- evince .u in-
tentlon un the part of the Unlted
Statea to hold Preaident Zelaya per-
aonally rcaponalble for the alleged tor-
luro and cxecutloa ot the Anierleans,
Cannou and Groce, nnd exhlbita the
uniiiue altuatlon of one government"
holdlng the chlef executlve of anothef
practically as « comnion malefactur,
Zelaya la bruude_*aN a vlolator ol aol.
cmn International eonventlona, a dla-
turber nf the natlonal and interna-
tlonul pence, a tyrnnt, vrhono admln-
lstratlon haa beea a blot upon sood
ffovcrnment.

I'eraonally Responsible.
Secretary Knox vlrtually annouticai

the recognltlon of the Nlcaraguaa
revolutlonists, declares lt to be the
convlctlon of. the Unlted States that
the revolutlon represents the sentl¬
ments of a majorlty of the Nlcaraguan ¦',
people, and that there ls evidently no

responsible government with which' the
Unlted States can deal. He therefore
announces that all partles wlll be hei_
accountablo for their actions as aftect-
Ing the Interesls of Americans and the
peace of Central Amerlca. He further
lnforms Scnor Rodrlguez that whlle he
has lost hla diplomatic quality, he may
stlll serve as an "unofflclal" channel
of communlcatlon with the factlon
which he ls regarded as representlrig.

This brlngs the crlsls as near to.(
the e'atus of war as lt could be brought
by, executlve actlon wlthout a deflnlte
declaratlon. by both houses ot Con-
gress, .which wlll convene next .Mon-
day,

Mr. Knox's letter, ln all but so many
words, makes. lt plaln that the actlon
represents the wlsh and attltude of all
of-the Central American States, with
the slngle exceptlon of Honduras, which
ls regarded here as entlrely domlnated
by Zelaya, Mexico has all along ahown
lts sympathy with the Unlted Statea
ln this matter. Just what status the
consular representatlves of the Unlted
States ln Nicaragua now enjoy ls not
deflnltely explalned to-nlght;. It l)s
expected, however, that Vlce-Consul
Caldera, who has been occupylng- tho
legatlon ln Managua together with the
other consuls ln that country, wlll be.
glven thelr pasports 'to-morrow. This.
ls the usual method of prooeduro ln
case of such actlon between govern-
ments.

Knox'a Letter.
Secretary Knox's letter to Rod¬

rlguez ls as follows:
Department of State, Washlngton

D. C, Decernber 1,A1909.
Slr,.Slnce the Washlngton con-

ventlons of 1907 lt ls notorlous
that Slr Zelaya has almost contln-
uously kept Central Amerlca ln
tenslon or turmoll; that he has re-

peatedly and flagrantly vlolated
the provlslons of the conven-
tlons, and by a baleful lnftu-
ence upon Honduras, whose neu-

trallty tho conventlons were to as-

sure, has sought todlscredlt those :
sacred International obllgatlons to...-.-
the great detrlment of Costa Rlca,
Salvador and Guatemala,. whose
gbvernments meanwhlle appear to
have beeu able patlently to strlve
for the loyal support of the en-

gagements so solemnly undertaken
at Washlngton under the ausplcea
of the Unlted States and Mexico.

It ls equally a matt;er of com-' -¦-

mon knowledgo that under the re-

glme of Preaident Zelaya, republl-
can instltutlons have .ceased ln
Nlcarasuo. to exlst except ln name:'
that publlo oplnlon and the presa..:
have'been throttled, and that prls-
on has been the reward of 'any
tendency to real patrlotlsm. My.
consideratlon for you persona~w
lmpels me to abstraln from un-

necessary dlscusslon of tha paln-
ful detalls of a reglme which un-

fortunately has been a blot.upoa
the history of Nicaragua and a dls-
couragement to a group of re-

publlcs whose asplratlons need
only the opportunlty of free and
honest government.

In vlew of the lnterests Of the
Unlted States and of lts relatlon
to the Washlngton conventlon, ap-
peal against this altuatlon has long
slnce beer. made to this govern-
ment by a majorlty of the Central
American republlcs. There ls now
added the app'eal. through the
revolutlon of a great body' of the
Nlcaraguan people,
Two American, who, thla gov¬

ernment ls now convlncod, were

offlcers connooted with the revolu-
tlonary foroes and thorefore en-

tltled to be dotlt with according
to the enllghtened practice ot clvt- ;:

llzed natlons, have been killed by
dlrect order of Presldent Zelaya,".
Thelr exccutlon is said to have ;|
been preceded by barbaroua cruel- .,.

tles. The conaulate at Managua y
Is now offlclally reported to have
been menaced. There Is thus a sln-; ...

Ister oulmlnatlon of an admlnlstrv
tlon also characterlsea by a oruel-
ty to lta own cttlzens, which ha« ;.
untll the recant outrage. found !:
vent ln the caae of thla. country ln'.';?,
a auccesslon of petty annoyuncea -'....
and Indignltles whloh many montha
suto m_d« it lmrjo*aiblo to aslc -a -;;


